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Financial Briefs
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Myths about College Planning

he college planning, admission,
and financial aid process can
seem opaque to both students and
their parents. And given all the concerns about rising tuition and confusion about how aid is allotted, it’s
not surprising that some myths have
arisen about the best way to plan for
college costs.
Myth #1: We earn too much to
qualify for financial aid. Some
families with high incomes and a lot
of assets may indeed not qualify for
need-based financial aid. But
chances are, you aren’t one of them.
By some estimates, only 4% of
households have too many assets to
qualify for financial aid. The truth
is, financial aid formulas are complicated; and if you don’t apply, it’s
hard to predict how much or what
type of aid you might get. Filling
out the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) as well as any
institutional aid forms is almost
always worth it.
Myth #2: I’ll never be able to
afford to send my child to a private
school. There’s no doubt private
colleges and universities are expensive, and there’s a lot of debate
about whether they’re worth the
cost. But keep in mind that while
the sticker price may be high, private schools typically have more
money to spend on financial aid

than their public counterparts. And
if a student is exceptionally talented,
a
private school may offer generous
financial aid to encourage them to
attend. If your child is considering
private schools, do research on the
net price, not the sticker price, to get
a sense of what it might really cost
to attend. You should be able to find
calculators to help make these esti-
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mates on schools’ websites.
Myth #3: It‘s better to borrow
money from my retirement accounts for college costs than to
have my child take out student
loans. Borrowing money from your
401(k) or other retirement accounts
to pay for college is rarely a good
idea. Unless you’ve oversaved for
retirement (and few people have),

7 Ways to Pay Less for College

W

ith the cost of college steadily
rising, students and their parents are looking for ways to ease the
financial burden. Fortunately, there
are ways to reduce college expenses
for your child, even if a free-ride
scholarship isn’t a possibility.
1. Take College-Credit Courses in
High School
Pack your child’s high school
schedule with advanced placement
classes so he/she can start earning
college credits now. Students who
do well on AP exams may be able to
skip general education requirements, which could mean graduating from college early. Some high
schools also offer dual-credit courses, allowing students to earn college
credit for high school classes or enroll in classes at a local college or
university.

Continued on page 2

2. Apply for Aid
Always apply for financial aid
even if you think you might not
qualify. Even if you make a lot of
money, your child may still be
granted some assistance depending
on your family circumstances. And
remember that some assets (like
those in retirement plans) aren’t
counted when determining federal
student aid.
3. Start at a Community College
Tuition at two-year community
colleges is more affordable than at
four-year private and public universities. Many students can save
money by beginning their college
education at these schools and then
transferring to a four-year university to complete their degree.
Community college may also be
Continued on page 3
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Continued from page 1

you’re going to need that money
when you stop working. Pausing
your contributions or drawing
down your balance will set you back
significantly. While you don’t want
to overburden your kids with debt,
a small amount in student loans
may give them skin in the game, so
to speak — modest student loan
debt at a low interest rate won’t
jeopardize your child’s future. And
by keeping your retirement savings
safe, you’ll be less likely to have to
turn to your children for financial
help in the future.
Myth #4: I’m not sure my child
will attend a four-year college, so I
shouldn’t bother to set up a 529
plan. The funds you put in a 529
plan can be used for qualified expenses at a wide variety of schools,
including community colleges and
accredited trade and vocational
schools. You can even use the
money at some foreign schools.
Plus, if your child ends up not needing the money, you can name a new
beneficiary for the funds, like another child, your brother or sister, a
niece or nephew — even yourself. In
the worst-case scenario, you simply
use the money for noncollege expenses, though that comes with a
penalty. But whatever you do, don’t
let the chance that your child won’t
attend school stop you from saving.
Myth #5: My child is a genius
or a great athlete and will get a
scholarship, so I don’t need to save.
Scholarships are a great way to help
for college, and more than $3 billion
in gift aid for education is awarded
to students every year. That sounds
like a lot. But unless your child is a
true phenom, you can’t be sure
he/she will get a piece of that pie —
or if he/she does, how much. Plus,
you really should start saving for
college when your children are very
young, well before you have any
idea of whether they’re a math genius or football star.
Myth #6: We should put all the
money we save for college in a 529
plan. Not necessarily. A 529 plan

Help Your Teen Prepare for College

G

etting into college has become very competitive; and
for those who intend to go to college, preparation needs to start in
the freshman year of high school.
Here’s a checklist of what your
high-schooler should be doing:
Freshman Year
• With a school counselor, develop a yearly schedule for meeting high school graduation
requirements.
• Take challenging classes in core
academics and consider taking
AP and honors courses.
• Get involved in extracurricular
activities and find leadership
opportunities.
• Perform community service.
• Begin a running list of accomplishments, awards, and recognitions.
Sophomore Year
• Continue with the activities listed above during all four years
of high school.
• Attend information events on
colleges and careers.
• Start researching colleges of interest.
• Research funding opportunities
to understand the requirements
for scholarships, grants, and
loans.
• Take practice tests for the PSAT
to qualify for National Merit
scholarships and programs.
• Take practice tests for the SAT

has many advantages, like tax-free
withdrawals for educational expenses. But you may want to diversify
your savings. If your son or daughter does get a scholarship, drops out,
or doesn’t attend college, you can
use those other savings however
you want without paying a penalty
(unlike a 529 plan).
Myth #7: I should put college
savings in my children’s names. It
certainly seems like it might be a
good idea to keep your child’s college savings in his own name. But
that’s not always a good idea. For
one, college financial aid formulas
generally see 20% of a student’s total

and ACT to prepare for college
entrance exams. There are online
tools and books that can be used
to prepare for these tests.
Junior Year
• Continue practicing for PSAT,
SAT, and ACT exams.
• Attend college fairs and college
prep presentations.
• Make a list of colleges that you
want to consider and request information and applications.
• Define the requirements you will
need to complete for scholarships
and grants.
• Take the PSAT, SAT, and ACT.
Senior Year
• Visit schools and narrow down
your college choices.
• Complete the FAFSA application
for financial aid consideration.
• Retake entrance exams if you are
not satisfied with your scores or
need a higher score to get into a
particular school.
• Submit college applications prior
to deadlines.
• Submit scholarship and grant
applications prior to deadlines.
• Complete applications for student loans if necessary.
• Review college acceptances and
compare costs and any financial
assistance offered.
• Finalize college funding.
• Decide on the college you want
to attend and follow acceptance
requirements. zxxx
assets as being available to pay for
education every year, compared to
just 5.6% of a parent’s assets. More
assets in his/her name could translate into less financial aid for your
child. Plus once your child turns 18,
that money is his/hers to do with as
he/she wishes (unless it’s money
held in a trust with restrictions on its
use). And not all young adults will
have the wisdom to use that money
wisely.
Want to take steps to avoid getting caught by these college planning myths? Please call to discuss
college planning in more detail. zxxx
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7 Ways to Pay Less
Continued from page 1

a good option for students who are
not sure whether college is right for
them or not sure what they want to
study. Attending a two-year school
offers a more affordable way to explore different fields and can ease
the transition from high school to
college. However, if your child is
considering this option, make sure
you understand how and if credits
will transfer.
4. Stay Close to Home
Heading halfway across the
country for college is going to be expensive. If your child stays closer to
home for school, he/she will spend
less on travel and may even be able
to live with you, cutting costs even
further. Plus, in-state public universities and community colleges are
typically cheaper than their out-ofstate counterparts.
5. Get a Job
College is hard work, but many
students benefit from working at
least a few hours a week while in
school. Consider having your child
rely on a part-time job rather than
you for spending money. Students
may also want to seek out jobs at
companies that help pay employees’
college costs.
6. Look for Scholarships
Scholarships aren’t just for top
athletes and those with perfect SAT
scores. There’s money out there for
all kinds of students, including
those belonging to certain ethnic or
religious groups, pursuing certain
majors, or attending certain schools.
Check with local groups, organizations your child participates in, and
even your own employer to see if
there are any scholarships offered,
and then apply.
7. Choose a School That Charges
No or Minimal Tuition
Yes, there are colleges that
charge students nothing, or virtually
nothing, to attend. While admission
to these schools is competitive and
won’t be an option for all students,
they are worth exploring, especially
if you feel college is financially out
of reach.
FR2018-0122-0038
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on’t let the high cost of a college education prevent you
from developing an effective strategy to deal with those costs. Before
you can determine how much to
save for your children’s college educations, there are several decisions
to make:
Does each child require the
same level of support? While parents typically want to treat children
equally, each child’s needs may differ. One child may excel in school
and want to attend an expensive
private college, while another child
may feel more comfortable at a local
public university. Thus, consider
the best options for each child realizing the price tag may differ.
What is your savings goal?
Setting a savings goal can be difficult if your child is many years
from college. With college costs increasing so significantly in recent
years, assuming similar increases in
the future may make your savings
goal seem overwhelming. To keep
your savings amount reasonable,
you can estimate your savings target based on today’s college costs,
increasing that amount every year
to cover actual college cost increases. Also decide whether you are
aiming for a public or private college, which have vastly different
costs. If you’re not sure, start with
private college costs. It’s easier to
reduce savings than to increase
them.
Will your child contribute toward college costs? Most children
would have difficulty paying for all
college costs, but you may expect
your children to help fund certain
costs or a certain percentage of total
costs.
Will your family qualify for fi-

The U.S. federal service
academies, including West Point
and the U.S. Air Force Academy,
charge no tuition in exchange for a
service commitment after graduation. A number of work colleges
allow students to attend free or at a
nominal cost in exchange for work-
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nancial aid? Even if your child is
several years from college, it is
worthwhile to evaluate whether
you would be eligible for financial
aid. Don’t just assume that you
will be precluded from aid if your
income is high. Also, be aware that
many scholarships are awarded
based on merit, not need.
Will you need loans to pay
some college costs? By starting a
savings program early, hopefully
you won’t need to borrow money.
Borrowing can put a significant
strain on your finances, usually at a
time when you should be concentrating on saving for retirement.
However, there are a variety of
loan options available, with some
of the least costly available only to
students. Even if you don’t want
to burden your child with these
loans, it may make sense for your
child to obtain a loan. You can
then give the funds to him/her at a
later date to repay the loan.
How much can you save on an
annual basis for college? You
don’t have to select a fixed amount
to contribute annually. You may
decide to increase savings in the
early years or contribute an increasing amount every year.
How will you save for college? There are a number of ways
to save for college and reduce your
after-tax costs. Look into Section
529 plans, Coverdell education savings accounts, education tax credits
and deductions, savings accounts
in your child’s name, and using
IRA funds to pay college costs.
Evaluate all options in light of your
financial situation.
If you’d like help with this process, please call. zxxx

ing on campus. However, keep in
mind that despite free or discounted
tuition, students may still be responsible for room, board, and other
fees.
Please call to discuss how college planning fits into your broader
financial plan. zxxx
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From the Thurman Household

doing the same things together.”

My dear, sweet mother-in-law, Colleen Rosebrook, went to be with the Lord after battling years
of Alzheimer’s, a horrible disease. I know she is in
a better place, and we will meet again.

A recent 60 Minutes segment followed the lives
of a couple for a decade as the wife’s Alzheimer’s
progressed. Even when the wife reached the point
that she could no longer communicate with her
husband, a social worker played music that she remembered, and you could see her face light up. It
was a visual reminder of how music resides deep in
our memory and touches our soul.

Levi is finishing up his next-to-last semester at
Oklahoma City Community College. Decision time
on what to do next is coming fast. He told me he’s
going to throw a dart. I’m hoping it’s more definitive than that.
My book, More than a Millionaire, is doing well.
It was the #1 hot new seller on Amazon in its category for about 20 days (it is only eligible for the first
30 days after publication). The reviews have been
amazing: “This book could change your life,” from
a person I don’t know and “It touched my soul,”
from someone who I barely know. The book
bridges distance and, eventually time, between
someone I may never know and myself and, hopefully, makes a positive difference in their life. A
very neat thing.
Have a great month.

Randy Thurman, CFP®, CPA/PFS
From the Alexander Household
Driving Luke to school this morning, he was
practicing his solo for the Nichols Hills Elementary
School choir performance. The school often selects
songs from our era; and as I listened to the lyrics, it
took me back in time. This particular song was
“Every Once in a While” by Blackhawk, which I
hadn’t heard in years. Watching Luke perform always makes me smile. In his school play, Luke was
cast as John Lennon, and their quartet sang “All
You Need is Love,” which my husband, Kerry, uses
as his ringtone for my calls.
I began thinking about the significance of music
in our lives. Thelma Lee and Arden Crum were just
honored as Oklahoma’s longest married couple
after 75 years of marriage. They talked about going
dancing every Saturday night. “We knew all of the
dances — the jitterbug, cha-cha, and beautiful
waltzes,” Thelma Lee said. “It is important to enjoy

Carol Ringrose Alexander,
CFP®, AIF®, CDFATM
From the Rudy Household
It’s official. We have a driver! We had a great
experience doing an online, parent-taught driver
education program. My daughter, Kayla has been
driving with her learner’s permit for nearly a year.
She had a lot of practice making complete stops,
using her turn signal, parallel parking, driving
backward, and keeping her hands at 10 and two.
Since she turned 16 on a Sunday, we went to the
DPS the next day to take her driving test. Amy and
I waited nervously in the waiting room as our
daughter was out on unfamiliar roads with a DPS
employee who would be grading her every move.
She is a good driver, and we felt confident she
would pass. And she did!
We’ve been in this new reality for about a
month. Although it is still terrifying, we are seeing
benefits as well. She drives herself to and from
school. When she needs to go to the store to grab
supplies for a school project, we hand her our grocery list. She and her sisters have definitely bonded during their outings to the local Sonic.
I know it is said countless times, but children do
grow up so fast. It seems like last week Kayla was
peddling her tricycle, and now she is driving a car.

Chad Rudy, CFP®

